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WALKER-HECOX-HICKLE
11410 Smith Road
Lithopolis, Ohio 43136

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, April 16, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM.
Colors in place and Salute Flag.
Opening Prayer: Chaplain Larry Yates
Pledge of Allegiance: Led by 1st Vice Commander Ron Rutter. 
POW/MIA Ceremony: Jeremiah Blake recognized by Commander Laura Blake.
Preamble of the Constitution of The American Legion: Lead by 2nd Vice Commander Brian Johnson.

Attendance: 14 Post 677 members present, which represents a quorum. 
Roll Call of Post Officers & Committee Chairs: Adjutant Cliff conducted roll calls.

Elected Officers
	Commander
	Laura Blake
	X

	1st Vice Commander
	Ron Rutter
	X

	2nd Vice Commander
	Brian Johnson
	X

	Adjutant
	Cliff Drake
	X

	Finance Officer
	Doug Blackburn
	X

	1st Year
	Bob Ross
	X

	2nd Year
	Miranda Hayes
	X

	3rd Year
	Jared Hickle
	A

	Sgt-at-Arms
	Mark Houck
	A

	Chaplin
	Larry Yates
	X

	Service Officer
	Jeremiah Blake
	X

	Historian
	VACANT
	



X = Present			A = Absent
E = Excused (prior notice)	V = Vacant








Visitors:
· Taylor Hardy with M.A.S.H. Pantry and Resource Center provided details regarding their nonprofit organization for vets and service members. 

New Members: 
· Sheldon Rentmeester - Marine

Adjutant:
Adjutant Cliffton read the membership meeting minutes from March 19, 2026.
A motion by Brian seconded Ron to accept minutes as printed.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Finance Report:  
· During the meeting, the finance report was discussed by Doug Blackburn. For detailed information, please refer to the finance report available at Legion Post 677.
CD Matures: Renewed April 14th, 2026, at 2.96% for 11 months (March 14, 2027)
A motion by Jeremiah seconded Bob to accept the Finance Report as printed.  The motion passed unanimously. 

1st Vice Commander:
· Membership as of April 16, 2026:
	New
	PUFL
	Trad Ren
	888 Transfers
	2026 MBR to-date
	2025 Quota
	Quota %

	16
	9
	183
	6
	214
	212
	100.94


· 
 
2nd Vice Commander: 
· Sunday Funday announcement and update.

3rd Year: Not present
2nd Year: Not present
1st Year: Nothing to report

Service Officer: Jeremiah Blake 
· Provided service members report as of April 16, 2026.

Sick Call:
· None to report.

Commander: 
· Provided updates from National 1st Vice Commander visit. 
· May 2, 2026, 10:00 AM - District 8 Convention at Lancaster Post 11
· Provided donation updates
· Gutter Replacement - provided notes from April Exec Meeting
· Tree Quote - provided notes from April Exec Meeting

Unfinished Business:
· Memorial Day – Jeremiah provided updates
· Bar Chairs – Brian provided updates
· Boy’s State and Scholarships – Laura provided with reminders and updates
· Car Show – Doug provided updates

New Business: 
· Concrete Repair – Commander Laura shared the April Exec Board’s recommendation to move forward, pending a membership vote. 
A motion by Brian was made and seconded Jeremiah to accept both quotes for concrete removal and upgrades. The motion passed unanimously.

· Sheldon Rentmeester - US Marine
A motion was made Jeremiah, seconded Ron to accept new members to the legion.  The motion passed unanimously.

· Nominations for 2026-2027 Post 677 Board:
	Person Nominated
	Position
	Member

	Laura Blake

Laura Accepted
	Commander
	A motion was made by Brian seconded by Bob to nominate Laura Blake as Post Commander. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

	Ron Rutter

Ron Accepted
	1st Vice Commander
	A motion was made by Cliff seconded by Jeremiah to nominate Ron Rutter as 1st Vice Commander. 

Motion passed unanimously. 

	Brian Johnson

Brian Accepted
	2nd Vice Commander
	A motion was made by Bob seconded by Jeremiah to nominate Brian Johnson as 2nd Vice Commander 

Motion passed unanimously. 

	No nominations present


	Finance Officer
	Will be appointed

	Cliff Drake

Cliff Accepted
	Adjutant
	A motion was made by Jeremiah seconded by Brian to nominate Cliffton Drake as Adjutant

Motion passed unanimously. 

	Jeremiah Blake
	Service Officer
	Appointed

	TBD
	Historian
	Will be appointed

	Larry Yates
	Chaplain
	Larry Yates appointed

	Miranda Hayes

Miranda accepted
	1st Year
	 Moved natural from 2nd Year. No Vote needed.


	Jared Hickle

	2nd Year
	Moved natural from 1st Year. No Vote needed.  Jared Hickle is not in attendance to accept.  

	Bob Ross

Bob accepted
	3rd Year
	A motion was made by Brian seconded by Ron to nominate Bob Ross as 3rd Year

Motion passed unanimously.



A motion by Laura seconded Bob to close nominations. The motion passed unanimously.

A motion was made Ron, seconded by Jeremiah to cast 1 vote for each position (mention above). The motion passed unanimously. 

Good of the Legion:
· Next Legion Post 677 Exec Board Meeting: May 13, 2026 @6:00 PM
· Next Legion Post 677 Membership Meeting: May 21, 2026 @7:00 PM
· Charity Dinner hosted by Auxiliary and SAL on Sunday April 19th
Closing:
Chaplain Larry performed a closing prayer, followed by Commander Laura’s call for the removal of POW-MIA by Jeremiah Blake.  Commander Laura then called to salute the colors in place and declared the meeting adjourned at approximately 7:45 PM.
	Prepared By
	Cliff Drake
	Adjutant
	April 16, 2026
	Signature on file at post

	Final Signature
	Laura Blake
	Commander
	May 21, 2026
	Signature on file at post
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